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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Burton, Virginia Lee Houghton, Mifflin 
MAYBELLE THE CABLE CAR $2.50 


* People who voted "yes" in the San Francisco cable car question will love 
every page of this book and so will their children. With an effection for that city 
and cartoon ability that lends her pictures and her verse a definite cross country ap- 
peal Miss Burton sings of Maybelle and her mechanism- how the brakes, cables and front 
wheels work- of Maybelle through the years from the turn of the century, of her impend- 
ing rivalry with Big Bill the bus, of the nearly disastrous decision of the economy 
minded City Fathers. You'll cheer too when the Citizen's Committee wins out. (Publ.) 


Ward, Lynd Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BIGGEST BEAR $2.75 


* For a big bit of friendly fantasy Lynd Ward dresses an old theme- a bother- 
some overgrown pet- with new life and some side splitting humor. Mountain farmboy 
Johnny wants a prize bearskin and finds a cub instead. At home when the maple sugar 
eating and chicken scaring habits of the grown bear increase, Johnny must take him 
away to shoot him but fortunately they fall into a life saving trap set by a zoo out- 
fit. A pat, two-lines-a-page text brings smiles but it is Mr. Ward's large soft black 
drawings of anxious Johnny and an imposing, bewildered hulk of bruin that really rouse 
the laughs. (Publ.) 





deBrunhoff, Laurent Random House 
BABAR'S VISIT TO BIRD ISLAND $3.50 


* As far as we're concerned Babar's welcome anywhere. In his latest naively 
told, grandly illustrated adventures, King Babar's three children meet Piros and Car- 
dombal, the red-feathered ambassadors of Bird Island, who invite the neatly tailored 
elephants over for a splendid session of activities and festivities. Babar, Pom, Flora, 
Alexander, Col. Cornelius and the rest watch ostrich races, visit bird homes, catch a 
eas) feast, and invite the birds to visit them. A-l. Board with cloth spine. 

Publ. 





BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Eppenstein, Louise Platt & Munk 
SALLY GOES TO THE CIRCUS ALONE 75¢ 


Little girl first-time-out-by-herself adventures recounted with a big-eyed awe 
that touches more on propriety than thrills. Eight-year-old Sally is told she may take 9 
the bus and meet her father for the afternoon circus performance. Smart as she is, she 
has no trouble getting there, but then in a welter of buying popcorn and candy, stepping 
into a side show and meeting a friendly clown who later helps her find the ticket she 
®@ inevitably loses, she meets her Daddy in time. But things like the concern with "alone", 
or deciding to take home a picture of the Fat Lady so mother will stay thin, add up to 
a stilted, cloying little book not worth even its low price. Jean Staples' red and 
black line drawings are uninspiringly accurate. (Publ.) 
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Platt & Munk 
THE ROAD IN STORYLAND $2.50 


* The revision of the old faithful favorite first published in 1932 brings a vaveg’> 
of nostalgia and a grin of pleasure at rereading the fables and re-viewing Lucille and 
H. C. Holling's big, colorful, stylized pictures. There are twenty fables-7he Town Mouse 
ind the Country Mouse, King Midas, The Hare and the Hedgehog- no need to go further- and 
for read aloud picture book time guaranteed to send imaginations to every corner of fairy- 
land, this is unbeatable. Cloth. Firm stitching. (Publ.) 


Piper, Watty - Fd. 





Platt & Munk 
LITTLE BROWN BEAR AND HIS FRIENDS $1.25 


Little Brown Monkey (1949, p. 624) was an earlier book in the same sentimental 
humanized animal family vein, but this one in spite of its similarities does not seem quite 
as offensive. Little Brown Bear has nine little escapades with the people in his valley- 
skating in winter, helping Mr. Possum sell his wares in summer etc. There are irritating 
spatterings of verse as he trips along and a definite babyish tone to it all, but the 
chubby multicolored pictures by Marjorie Harwell may entrance and the activity never lags. 
Cloth, firm stitching. (Publ.) 

Koral, Bella Random House 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN $1.00 


Events are here, in slightly glamorized form for younger listeners, of Abraham | 
Lincoln's life from his birth to his election to the presidency. An adequate story thread 
sets nice scenes for the familiar happenings and does service to American ideals. Large, 
handsome drawings in pencil and in full color spreads by Jay Hyde Barnum and John Alan 
Maxwell illuminate a more attractive early nineteenth century Kentucky-Illinois life 
than Lincoln knew. Laminated board with fairly firm stitching. (Publ.) e 


EASY READING 


Upham, Elizabeth 


Whitman 
POLICEMAN PAUL $1.00 


Good introductory fare- at second grade level- to the elements of our city po- 
lice forces- by way of following policeman Paul through a day on his beat and sidestepping 
for glances at motorcycle, squad car and patrol wagon men. The simply worded story makes 
Paul's duties easily understandable as he helps people cross streets, finds lost kids and 
dogs, helps during a fire, catches a robber at night. Big, friendly pictures by Chauncey 


Maltman. (Publ.) 


Gringhuis, Dirk Whitman 
HERE COMES THE BOOKMOBILE ' $2.00 


Young Tommy's journey in a Bookmobile with his librarian Aunt Kay was inspired 
by a trip the author made himself, relayed with a vim that lifts it from the dull category 
of "social value". ‘Tommy and Miss Kay set out in the morning, stop at the city library 
for books, at the service station for gas. By the day's end they've made firm friends 
with three rural schools and converted a lad who had an anti-country-school-library chip 
on his shoulder. The author's bold drawings against the midwestern background are as 
peppy as his story. Cloth. Firm stitching. (Publ.) 


Barr, Jene 


Novinger, Virginia Whitman 
TOMMY ON TIME $1.50 


* Here's a nice "tardiness tale" that may,if it catches on, be read and looked at 
until its corners are worn and its pages well smdged. A natural little narrative takes 
young Tommy to and from school. Some days he's late because he stops to watch things on 
the way, but missing a ride to the perk with his Grandmother teaches him to visit with the 
squirrels, policemen and shopkeepers at the proper time. Invitingly rounded pictures of 
Tommy and his town, in colored pencil technique by Katherine Evans, go with a cheerful, 
unobtrusively given lesson. (Publ.) 
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Russell, Betty Whitman 
RUN SHEEP RUN $1.00 





An inconsequential little first reader that exhibits some confusion in its 
telling and ends up with an overdrawn play on the title of the well known game. Joe 
and Jack are given two lambs by their farmer grandfather. The lambs Bumpy and Jumpy, 
are hitched to a wagon and with a box of grass as lure younger sister Little Bit is 
given a ride up the hill. At the top the lambs turn around and run home and that's 
the new way to play the game. Mary Gehr's light drawings aren't always what the thin 
text is about, but format and story thread are attractive. (Publ.) 














ACTIVITY BOOKS 


Yates, Raymond F. Harper 
ATOMIC EXPERIMENTS FOR BOYS $2.50 


When, oh when, will publishers adopt the practice of checking their science 
juveniles with the nearest available teacher? This book is labeled for the 10-14 age 
group, but its rather stilted style and difficult vocabulary (plus some mathematics) 
put it right up into the high schools. So do the experiments, some of which call 
for such skills as soldering, controlled heating of sulphur (sketchily described with 
no safety precautions) and assembling a "simple" Geiger counter about as simple as 
your radio. Bischof's Atoms at Work (Harcourt) is still best bet. (Publ.) 


Todd, Joseph P. Hart 
FIFTY TERRIFIC TRICKS paper: 50¢ 





Half a hundred old favorites and some new ones- of the matches, coins, kitchen 
tumbler and cards variety attractively presented in a neatly packaged item. Clear red 
and green line drawings go with easy-to-follow directions that describe first the out- 
ward form of the trick and then reveal its inner workings. The age level designated is 
nine to fifteen but anyone with a yen for making four robbers jump out of a pack of 
cards, guessing ages or trying to fold a piece of paper eight times will find dreamed 
of skill within reach. Reliable market. (Publ.) 2 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-FICTION 


Seymour, Alta Halverson Wilcox & Follett 
ARNE AND THE CHRISTMAS STAR $2.50 















Norway from June to Christmas and the perils of sea voyage are the mainstays ‘ 
of a warm, but mild and orthodox contemporary Scandinavian tale. In the summer young 
Arne whose father runs a fish packing business, thrills to the prospect of visiting his 
uncle's saeter in the mountains. In the fall older brother Gustav sails to South Amer- 
ica and Arne has his troubles keeping in the good graces of the new young schoolmaster. 
The perils of Gustav's ship on its storm-lashed return, are averted in time for a hap- 
py Christmas as Arne and the schoolmaster build a fire on a fjord cliff. There's 
plenty of kringler and gammelost between bouts and boats and Frank Nicholas’ line 
drawings show interiors, mountains and people in healthy detail. (Publ. ) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-NON-FICTION 


Means, Florence Crannell Houghton, Mifflin 
CARVER'S GEORGE $2.50 

















* To add to the array of works on the famous Negro chemurgist of Tuskegee- a 
quiet and meaningful introductory biography. Mrs. Means is a steady reliable writer. 
With a gently penetrating narrative suitable to George Washington Carver's very mode 
of life, she relates his youth as an orphaned slave boy on the kind Carver's farm in 
the Ozarks; the early interest in surroundings and craftsmanship; his urge to find 
schooling that led him through many states, the hard knocks of being rejected as a 
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Negro, and eventually to the blessings of Simpson College, the University of Iowa and 


life work at Tuskegee. Clearly emerging from the facts are the qualities of Carver's 


self effacing personality, his artistic sense that brought goodness from everything he 
touched and made him truly a “master of things.’ e last chapters describe his dis- 
coveries and their importance- with the by-prodyets of peanuts and with all of southern 
agriculture. And to illustrate the whole, Bary Stein’ s spirited drawings are perfect. 


(Publ.) 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-— FICTION 


Crump, Irving- &£d. Doubleday 
BOYS' LIFE BOOK OF SCOUT STORIES $2.50 


Mr. Crump has already edited Boys’ Life Adventure Stories (1950- p.469) and 
boys' Life Dog Stories (1949- p.604), and now shows he knows a good Scout story when he 
sees one. His authors include favorites like Manly Wade Wellman, Burr Leyson, Crump 
himself, and the plots are a collection of action packed episodes ranging from momentous 
hikes, a patrol farce over the introduction of archery, near lake drownings, to a British 
scout's account of Nazi bombings. There's a tendency to dwell on things that don't 
usually happen- robberies, rescues etc. rather than the techniques and theories of 
scouting. An adventure geared anthology. (Publ.) 


Jackson, Caary Wilcox & Follett 
SHORTY CARRIES THE BALL $2.50 


A tenth grade football story that so nearly hits the mark of being a top grade 
novel that it's almost disappointing to read. Danny Cleary, whose seventh grade basket- 
ball doings were recorded in Shorty Makes First Team (1950, p. 278), starts his first 
year at big South High still full of the same vim, still with a chip on his shoulder and e 
determined to outdo the senior Itty, varsity quarterback. The prejudices are Danny's 
fault through the nagging consciousness of his height, but he's a keen lad. Through a 
series of episodes that number a near bust up with a girl friend, cribbing on an English 
paper, a show of ability on the field which reveals him as an excellent scatback half- 
back runner- and returns Itty to his rightful place- our hero learns the value of coop- 
eration and tolerance. Brittleness, an unsubtantiated narrative, the too-adult ring to 
the kids‘ conversations, make it all a little incredible, but for levels and depths sel- 
dom seen in high school stories this has stimulating spots. Illustrated in good form 
by Jackie Boehl. (Publ.) | 


Young, I. S. Wilcox & Follett 
A HIT AND A MISS $2.50 


Sincere but shallow high school baseball-romance that has its denouement when 
cute sophomore Anita must realize she's used all the wiles in the world to catch Perry 
High's two best ballplayers. Anita is beaued by her classmate Corky who has far more on 
the ball than an older, slow witted rival Talbert. More from innocence than rascality, 
Anita gets herself, Corky and Talbert the romantic roles in a school play which magni- 
fies the personalities of each and results in a fight between the two boys that sends 
Corky to the hospital. The kids' sensibilities come to the fore and matters are straight- 
ened out in the principal's office. If you can take the intrinsic value of Anita's well 
reasoned confession, things like the flirting and the gullibility of the teachers may 
not matter so much. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Janson, H. W. & Dora Jane | Harry Abrams @ 
THE STORY OF PAINTING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE $h..95 


** Expectations are completely fulfilled in this beautifully planned and illustra- 
ted history of painting from pre-history to present day modernists. Though its title and 
its simplicity assigns it to readers of high school age, the breadth and depth with which 


the authors have related painting, puts it within the interest area of anyone wishing to 
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learn about art, and its basic clarity would make it understandable to eager nine and 
ten year olds. The approach- through well chosen and well reproduced masterworks 
(many of which are in color)- is to present painting as part of our life. Art teach- 
ers themselves, the authors ask the reader to feel with the painter, how to see why 
he painted as he did in the epoch that he lived. A primitive cave painting when ex- 
plained as careful magic to insure luck in the all important hunt- gains a new meaning 
for the twentieth century; the realism of the renaissance was a natural outcome of 
increased knowledges our modern artists are exploring their imaginations. With 
qualities of a fresh yet ordered scholarliness that plays remarkably on the natural 
inquisitiveness of young people, this work should see a long life. (Publ. ) 


Paradis, Marjorie , : Plays, Inc. 
ONE-ACT PLAYS FOR ALL-GIRL CASTS $2.50 
Has anyone ever compiled a similar volume? If not, this should have an even 
broader leeway for it's a fine showing of plays for a need often overlooked, and for 
the amusing, healthy array of sympathy rousing situations. Most of the plays take 
half an hour to perform, have two scenes and adequate production notes. Their plots 
show scope for good drama and most importantly, their themes-though many are set in 
boarding school- have a cross country appeal that should be helpful to clubs and organ- 
izations. One of the boarding school scenes is a comedy of circumstance whereby one 
girl's prank results in the discovery that a new fire escape is needed; another shows 
what happens when pawn money is not enough for a new evening dress; and a third what 
a high school sorority thinks of itself twenty-five years later. Morals aren't ob- 
vious but are still definitely detectable- as in the first case when truth averts a 
punishment, in the second when glamour doesn't matter, and the third when the Kappa 
Alpha's measure their lives against the deed of blackballing a grocer's daughter. 
Twelve in all, these should provide fun and good self observation. (Publ.) 


Masters, Robert V. & Reinfeld, Fred Sterling 
| popular ed. $2.50 
COINOMETRY de luxe ed. $3.50 


Mr. Masters has done a disappointing stamp book, Stampography (1952- p.127) 
while Mr. Reinfeld is the author of the more thorough and refreshing The Human Side 
of Chess (1952- p. 483). Their combined efforts have produced a well planned history 
of United States coins and monetary systems from pre-revolutionary days to the present. 
Brief orientation in a scant two pages of world coin history sets off widely ranging 
and extensively detailed coverage of wampum, rare and commemorative coins and complete 
tables of their relative values today, the change from private to government printing, 
the basic economics of the gold standard and the federal reserve system, paper money, 
and how to tell the real from the counterfeit. Emphasis on the U. S. Treasury narrows 
the book's service as a basic coin volume but here is a fine account of one branch of 
the field. Copiously illustrated with photographs of our mints, banks and monies- 
many of which have been reproduced with the Treasury Department's special permission. 
Equipped with a cardboard cut for coin insertions inside the front cover. (Publ. ) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Street, James | 3 Doubleday 
THE VELVET DOUBLET $3.50 


This for all its submergence in minutiae provided: to convey atmosphere and 
the semblance of authenticity, is a fresh approach to Columbus’ career through the 
record of an Andalusian youth who first sighted land on the voyage to the New World. 
Events in Juan Rodrigo's life number conflicts with the Inquisition and court- church 
venality, his introduction to new geographical ideas, witnessing the jealousies of 
the voyage crews and his own embroilment in them that sent him, a hating exile,to 
North Africa. The force of the story breaks occasionally but there is historical 
value in the adventure. (Full report on p. 724) (1/5) 
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Durant, John & Bettmann, Otto Barnes 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF AMERICAN SPORTS $10.00 


From Colonial times to the present, a word-with-picture story of sports in the & 
United States. Five periods provide the historical breaks and a running text rather than 
captiona with pictures give this a greater reading interest. (Publ.) (Full report on 


p- 717) 


Spencer, Cornelia John Day 
ROMULO: VOICE OF FREEDOM $3.00 


The author of Seven Thousand Islands for young people, and of several life 
histories. of such as Nehru, Truman and the Soong sisters, gives us a smooth, readable 
biography of the grand leader. She traces Romlo's America hating childhood, his studies 
at Columbia, the growing sense of loyalty that, coupled with an international responsi- 
bility, helped him gain the Philippine independence and later to lend the U. N. new 
impetus as president of the General Assembly. Good popular reading. (Full report on 


p. 732) (1/15) 


Ross, Ishbel Harper 
PROUD KATE $3.75 


Kate Chase, daughter of Salmon Chase, was the never satisfied spark plug in 
his meteoric career- a career which brought him to the verge of presidential nomination, 
achieved a cabinet post as Secretary of the Treasury during the Civil War, then as Chief 
Justice. Her story with its endless ambitions, social leadership and a socially unac- 
ceptable marriage failure, is told against a minutely detailed period portrait and as | 
competently handled fictionalized biography, is fresh and unhackneyed. (Full report on | 


p. 714) (1/7/53) : 


Jaeger, Ellsworth Macmillan 
WOODSMOKE $3.95 





Sixth in this author's outdoor books, this concentrates on trail lore and skills, 
crafts for wilderness living. A section on Indian customs leads into all camping proced- 
ures with plenty of advice for the novice and enough of brush-up for the experienced. 
Illustrated. (Full report on p. 717) (1/7) 


HISTORICAL FICTION 


Selinko, Annemarie Morrow 
DES IREE $4.50 


* Previously reported on August 15th, this has now received added impetus as a | 
Literary Guild selection. Already a best seller in Europe, here is a fresh and new | 
panel in the Napoleonic saga through what purports to be the diary of Napoleon's first 
sweetheart, Eugenie Desiree Clary, daughter of a Marseilles silk. merchant, and to the | 
end of his life a recurrent influence at vital crises in his meteoric career. Through | 
her eyes one sees him a penniless Corsican rising to a life that found a more advan- 
tageous alliance with Josephine. Following Desiree on the path of her marriage to one 
of Napoleon's Marshalls, along the inside track of court life, there is the sense of 
her ardour and loyalty and through the author's skill, of the very atmosphere of the 
times. (Full report on p. 703) (12/14) 








